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Claremont Chronicle Team

A note from the editorial team...
Welcome to issue 7. It’s a new school year and
we’ve got loads more stories to tell. In this issue
we feature the First World War, as this year has
been 100 years since the war ended. We meet a
poppy seller, hear some family war stories, hear
about a local war hero and find out about the
women war workers.
This is the year that Claremont school turns fifty
years old - see photos of the mayor’s appearance
at our anniversary lunch. We also interview Mrs
Barrowman, who has worked at Claremont for over
twenty years! And we interview Mr Emms, our very
own International chess Grandmaster. A BBC journalist shows us how to do interviews and we have
new regular features ‘Vox Pop’ and ‘Get Active’.
There is so much more - recipes, games, reviews!

We hope you enjoy this newspaper as much as we have enjoyed producing it. Have fun!!!!
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Interview

Ever wondered
who the poppy
sellers are…?

In Flanders Fields
by John McCrae, 1915
In Flanders fields the poppies blow
Between the crosses, row on row,
That mark our place; and in the sky
The larks, still bravely singing, fly
Scarce heard amid the guns below.
We are the Dead. Short days ago

A: 10 seconds.
Q: How long have
you been a poppy
seller for?
A: 11 years
Q: Where do you
sell the poppies?
A: Supermarkets ,
Cavendish Drive
and Farmcombe
Close.

Sophie and Molly asked
Louise Ryder why she
sells poppies...
Q: Why is it a pop- Q: Do you make
py and not another the poppies?
flower?
L: No, I don’t but
L: This is due to a some people do at
poem written by a the factory and they
poet called John
make the 11 million
McCrae called In
poppies we sell in
Flanders Fields and one year!
he remembered all
the poppies around Q: How long does it
take to make one
the fields in the
poppy?
war.
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Q: What does the
money that you
raise get spent on?

We lived, felt dawn, saw sunset glow,
Loved and were loved, and now we lie
In Flanders fields.
Take up our quarrel with the foe:

To you from failing hands we throw
The torch; be yours to hold it high.
If ye break faith with us who die
We shall not sleep, though poppies
grow
In Flanders fields.

A: The Royal British Legion help
people who served
in the war then help
them find their job
and work to get the
law of the country
changed to help
war veterans.
Q: Why are you interested in the war?
A: It’s important to
support those who
are prepared to go
to war if the negotiating process fails.
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Feature

Women at War
The First World War was 100 years ago. It was the first time women got to do
what were called “men’s jobs”. The women got to show that they were capable
of doing jobs like policing, farming and working in munitions factories.

Women’s Royal Naval Service by Lauren Sadler
There are service records for over 5,000 women who served in the Women’s
Royal Naval Service (WRNS) between 1917 and 1919. The WRNS was formed
to carry out shore-based duties and allow sailors to go to sea. Recruitment posters encouraged women to ‘Free a man for sea service’. The Admiralty aimed to
recruit 3,000 women but eventually over 5,000 women joined. Katharine Furse,
formerly Commandant of the British Red Cross Voluntary Aid Detachments, was
appointed Director in November 1917. These women did some of the roles the
men would have done and a lot of them died from carrying bombs and nuclear
rockets through laboratories.

Land Girls by Daisy Halford
During WW1, 23,000 women were recruited to work
full-time on the land to help replace men who had
left to fight in the war .This form of national service
for young female civilian farm workers was misleadingly called the woman’s land army. There were
three sections to the women’s land army: 1. Agriculture, 2. Forage and haymaking for food for horses,
3. Timber Cutting. The majority who worked in agriculture were millers and field workers, but some
were carters and plough women (working with horses) and market gardeners. The main aim was to
increase food production during the war.

Women police by Emma Speechley
Margret Damer Dawson and Nina Boyle created a volunteer female police service during the first world war. They
were allowed to patrol the streets of London. They were
trained in ju-jitsu and they helped women during the
stress of the war. They also helped children and especially women who had become involved in crime. During
World War One, thousands of women put in a two hour
patrol about twice a week all year round. They were not
allowed to arrest anyone but these were the first women
police.

4

Claremont Chronicle December 2018

Feature
Munitionettes by Candela Quinn
Women played a big part in the First World War. As men
were recruited to fight, most jobs, including in munitions factories, were performed by women. Munitions were explosives used in weapons like bullets and bombs. There was a
high risk of explosion, so strict rules had to be followed in
the factories. Everyone in the factory wore wooden clogs, so
that they could avoid sparks from shoes that may have contained metal. In fact, they couldn't wear anything containing
metal including shoe fasteners, jewellery, hair pins or even
metal-rimmed buttons. Because of the chemicals in the factories, everything that the Munitionettes, as they were
known, touched, after working there, would turn yellow.
Chairs, tables, sofas, and even they were covered in yellow,
including their mouths! That's why they were also known as
the Canary girls.

WW1 Nurses by Charlotte Anderson
Hundreds of thousands of nurses were put to work and
sacrificed their lives for the dying men. At the start of the
war nursing was unregulated meaning that anyone could
call themselves a nurse; however, this soon changed in a
vote that women were not involved in at all. Soon women
were not allowed on the frontline. Consequently, Doctors
started to realise that women were great working with the
volume of the soldiers yelping with pain. Nurses sacrificed
their lives by helping these men and unfortunately lots
died along the way but these remarkable women were
truly kind.

Women’s Army Auxiliary Corps
by Natali Kupharadze and
Saskia Williams
The Women’s Army Auxiliary Corps (WAAC),
afterwards named the Queen Mary's Army Auxiliary Corps, was first formed in March 1917 during
the First World War. As the war dragged on, ongoing shortages of
men and soldiers
began to impact
Britain’s ability to
continue the conflict. The War Office realised that a number of jobs which did not involve being in battle were being carried out by men who could have been fighting . It
was decided that women could do many of these jobs instead. That meant that they
could replace males in offices, canteens, transport roles, stores, army bases and factories. That’s why the WAAC was formed. WAAC volunteers wore green “khaki” uniforms like male soldiers. It included a small cap, khaki jacket and skirt that reached
half way down their calves. Women in the WAAC exercised daily, taking part in Morris dancing and Hockey to keep fit. By the end of the war in 1918, more than 50,000
women had joined the WAAC, some working in war zones in France, Belgium, Italy
and Greece. To persuade the women to join QMAAC, they put up propaganda posters, even if it meant they were exaggerating.
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Feature

Family stories from the First World War
JOHN ROBERTON LISH
2nd Lieutenant 1879–1917
“He died gallantly leading his

platoon in one of the greatest successes of the war.”
John Roberton Lish was the great-greatgreat uncle of Valentina Roberton (year 4)
and Raffaella Roberton (year 2).
On 15th July 1915, John arrived in France

with his regiment and went to Flanders to
fight in the trenches, where he was promoted to corporal. However, on 9th June
1916 he was seriously wounded in the
fighting near Ypres. John spent six
months recovering in hospital, after which
he returned to the front to fight again. He
survived

the

heavy

fighting

on

the

Somme, and was promoted to sergeant.
On

30th

1917, Like many thousands of his comrades who
sioned to 2nd Lieuten- died in the battle, John has no known grave.

John

ion,

Regiment, Special Re-

the

May

Lincolnshire

was

commis-

ant in the 3rd Battal-

serve of Officers. It was at this time that the only surviving photograph of him in uniform was taken
(above).
John was to fight at the front for another four months in difficult, often horrific, conditions. In 1917 he
was hit while guiding the British troops safely through the ground he had bravely reconnoitred. His
death is recorded as 4th October 1917.
John was one of 21,145 British and Australian soldiers killed in the Battle of Polygon Wood, which
lasted nine days from 26th September to 3rd October 2017. Like many thousands of his comrades
who died in the battle, John has no known grave.
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Feature

Postcards from France (100 years ago!)
By Saskia Williams
All three of my great, great, great uncles, Amos, Arthur and Fred Barroll, fought in the First
World War and came back alive. I have been handed down letters and postcards that they had
sent from the trenches. Here are some of the 102-year-old postcards...

Dear ______,
Hope you are all well.
Tell Father & Mother I’ll write to
them some day before very long.
Hope you are doing well at
school.
From Amos

Lieutenant Amos Barroll was awarded the Military Cross for gallant fighting in France in 1917. He
returned home injured, having lost an arm in battle. He would not reveal how he won the cross,
saying “A hero ceased to be a hero when he lost his modesty.”
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Feature

“I will not set foot on that boat until
all my men are safe”
Saskia and Daisy report on Jeremy Kimmel, Chairman of the Council’s First World
War Steering Committee, who came to talk to us about a local First World War hero
In war if you sign up to
fight you get sent to
different places. In World
War One, to get people
to fight, they promised
you would be with your
neighbours,
which
meant lots of people in
one town were wiped out
in one go. Sometimes it
happened in one day. In
all the history of Royal
Tunbridge Wells (RTW)
we had the biggest loss
of life ever. One family
lived in Southborough.
David Salomons was the
youngest member of the
family. They loved RTW.
David wanted to sign up
to fight so he signed up.
However, he wanted
everyone in RTW to fight
together. He convinced

over
three
hundred
people. They marched
down the high street
before they went to
Dover where they all
boarded a ship called
HMS Hythe. The Hythe
wasn’t a battleship. It
had been a ferry most of
its life. They got any
boat and covered it in
big metal plates. This
happened a lot in The
Great War. Everyone got
on the boat and they
went to fight in the
Gallipoli Battle. They
were all in high spirits
and almost at the
destination. However, on
the last part of the trip,
the plan changed and
they were to sneak up
on the enemy ship at

night. 50 to 100
ships all turned
their lights off (so
they
weren’t
spotted) but, at
the last minute,
they
were
crashed into by
their allies’ ships.
It started to sink.
The
important
people
got
rescued first and
that was a law.
So the oldest,
richest and the
highest
ranked
people
were
rescued.
They
tried to rescue
David
first
because he was
a high rank. As the story
goes, they tried to get

David Salomons
him into the life boat but
he took his life vest off
and twelve times put it
on lower ranking people
before himself. His last
words were ‘I will not set
foot on that boat until all
my men are safe.’ He
was last seen running
onto the lower deck to
check if anyone was
there. He died because
the ship sank and he
didn’t make it off in time
to survive. There were
only eight people who
lived to tell the tale. His
father David, Snr got
given his son’s hat, a
flag and a note from the
King.

Jeremy Kimmel and the Chronicle reporters
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Animal Corner

Animals in the First World War
By Sophie and Molly
Horses were heavily used in
World War One. Horses were involved in
the war's first military conflict involving
Great Britain – a cavalry attack near
Mons in August 1914. Horses were primarily used as a form of transport during
the war. Eight million horses and countless mules and donkeys died in the First
World War.

Dogs used during WW1 included
border collies, lurchers, English sheepdogs,
retrievers and mongrels. The airedale
terrier was probably the most common
breed used by the British in World War One
though. The Red Cross also commonly
used them to find wounded soldiers.

Pigeons in WW1 were used as cameras and to carry secret messages.
Carrier pigeons still exist – they are a
breed of domesticated pigeon that is
descended from the rock dove. Carrier
pigeons can be identified by their wattle, a fleshy white growth on their bill,
and they are still around today.

Elephants pulled crops and weapons
and they carried people to war. They
were also used in the docks in Sheffield.
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Interview

Check, Mate!
Did you know that an International chess Grandmaster
runs the chess club at Claremont? Mr John Emms
kindly agreed to be interviewed by our reporters. Hear
how he’d like to be Lionel Messi and who his favourite
Kardashian is!
Q: What is your
favourite thing about
chess?

my games and took me
everywhere I needed to
go to play my match

Q: How old were you
when you played your
first chess match?

A: For me it is meeting
people that are also
passionate about chess.

Q. What is your
favourite side in chess?

A: I was about 8 years
old when I played a
proper match

Q. When did you first
have an interest in
chess?
A. At the age of 5
Q. Who told you about
chess?
A. My dad
Q: Do you have a chess
inspiration? Who is it
and why?

A: My dad because he
was really committed to

A. It has to be white!
You get to go first!
Q: What did you want to
be when you were ten
apart from a chess
master?
A: I had my mind set on
chess and nothing else
then!
Q: have you seen any
world-wide celebrities?
A: Garry Kasparov
(chess champion)

Q: What would you
want to be if you weren’t
a chess master?
A: Even though it’s a bit
late, probably a
footballer and I support
Manchester United! But
really anything that’s
sporty and competitive,
like chess.
Q: What’s the best
game you’ve ever
played?
A: I was playing against

a chess master, Keith
Arkell in the British
Championships when I
gave up a very
important piece. It was
a risky move but it paid
off, as I won…
Q: What’s the biggest
mistake you’ve ever
made during a
competition?
A: Once I accidentally
let my opponent
checkmate me… It was
a bit of a disaster…
Q: How old are you?
A: I am 51!
Q: What’s your
bestselling book?
A: My bestselling book
was called “Starting out:
The Sicilian” because it
was a move mainly
played in Sicily.
Q. If you could be any
celebrity who would you
be?
A. Lionel Messi!
Q: Who is your favourite
Kardashian?
A: I don’t have one but I
know one of them is
called Kim
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Recipes

Piñata Cake
Vanilla cake:
375g butter
375g caster sugar
6 eggs, large
375g self raising flour
2 tsps vanilla extract
Icing:
200g of butter
400g icing sugar
1 tsp vanilla extract
smarties
sprinkles to decorate
First grease and line the bases of 3 x 8” cake tins. GET AN ADULT TO HELP YOU preheat the oven to 160˚c
(fan/180/Gas mark 4). Then cream together the butter and caster sugar until light and fluffy.Then beat in the vanilla extract. Add the eggs one at a time beating well after each addition. Next sift in the flour and fold in until well
blended. Then divide the mixture between the 3 tins and bake in the oven for 25-30 minutes until golden on top
and springy to the touch. After transfer to a wire rack to cool. Then prepare the icing, beating together the butter,
icing sugar and vanilla until light and fluffy. Level the tops of the 3 cakes using a sharp serrated knife. Cut out the
centres of 2 of the cakes with a sharp knife or cookie cutter to create 2 rings. After, set the first ring onto a serving plate or cake board and sandwich together with the next ring using a layer of icing. THEN fill the centre of the
ring with smarties. Coat the top of the ring with icing and place the full round cake into position. Coat the top and
sides of the cake with the remaining icing. Use the tip of a palette knife to create a ridged style in the sides and
top of the icing. Decorate with sprinkles and other things.
Baking time: 30 mins Serves: 10
By Aliya Abdali

Gingerbread Stars
100g of butter
1 orange
250g brown sugar
250 ml golden syrup
2 medium eggs
2 tablespoons mixed spice
1 level tablespoon ground ginger
600g plain flour + a little extra for dusting
150g self-rising flour
1 teaspoon baking powder
Icing, sweets and sprinkles for decorating
Method: Get an adult to help you to preheat the oven to 180°C. Grate the orange, butter, brown sugar and syrup to
the saucepan and cook, stirring over medium heat until the sugar has melted. Let the mixture cool for 10 minutes.
In another bowl lightly beat the eggs and stir into the first mixture. Sieve the mixed spices, ginger, the flours and baking powder over the egg mixture and mix everything together until it forms a soft dough. Sprinkle some extra flour on
the table and knead the dough for a few minutes by hand until it firms up and is less sticky. Shape the dough into a
compact ball, flatten it a little before wrapping it in cling film. Leave the dough to rest for at least 2 hours (the longer
the better). Dust the work surface with flour and roll the dough with a rolling pin until it is about ½ cm thick. Cut out
the star shapes from the dough and place on the baking trays lined with baking paper. Fold the dough scraps together, roll them out again, and cut out more shapes. Bake in the preheated oven for 10-15 minutes until golden
brown. Leave the cookies to cool for 5 minutes on the baking sheet and then place them on a wire rack.
Decorate the biscuits however you like, ENJOY…
By Saskia Williams
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Feature

A visit from the BBC
Tanya Gupta is a BBC online journalist who came in to talk to us about interview techniques. She
recommends writing in short hand if you can’t keep up with the person you’re interviewing. Short
hand is when you take out some of the letters in a word to make a smaller version of it which is
still understandable.
For example: cn u shw s tht – can you show us that

Tanya Gupta’s tips for interviewing


Sometimes just let them talk, and listen for details.



If it can’t be said, go “off the record” which is when you just keep it to yourself.



You should ask about three questions in a short interview.



Always make sure you find out the real beginning of their story.



You can normally know what someone truly believes when they are talking very
deeply about something or maybe they have a tear in their eye.



Never put something in writing when you aren’t sure it’s true.



If somebody says ‘I think’ at the start, it is probably their personal opinion.



If someone talks too much, ask them to repeat it so you can catch up.

By Natalie Kupharadze and Emma Worley
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War Poetry

I Dropped
by Candela Quinn
Bullets, screams everlasting bad dreams. I feel the
pain. Red blood falling like rain. I wish I was home I
feel so alone. My heart was beating but then it
stopped. The bullet was strong the bullet was hard.

I was really scared and then …….. I dropped.

The End is in Sight
by Daisy Halford

we stand there up to our knees in freezing mud.

Our souls are low but we know it will end one day.
Rest we need because we bleed.
Love and family are far away.
Death and disappointment we fear most.

The Sad Poem
by Charlotte Anderson

Wellbeing and confidence is all we need.

Piercing screams echoed
through the sky,

Are we safe in these trenches deep, deep, down.

Over loaded with sadness the
people started to cry

Really worried really scared.

Pride and hope was nowhere to
be seen,

Once where fighting was, now poppies grow.

New memories were made but we will never forget.

Perils of war had entered the
scene,
Young lads, old men,

Every person played a part.
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Book Reviews
A Place Called Perfect by Helena Duggan
A place called perfect is the best book I’ve ever read. It has all you need to make your hair stand on
end. The story begins with a girl called Violet who doesn’t want to move to Perfect. Who wants to live
in a town where everyone has to weir glasses to stop them from going blind? And who wants to be
neat and perfectly behaved all the time? Violet quickly discovers there’s something weird going on in
town-she keeps hearing voices, her mum is acting strange and her dad has disappeared. When she
meets Boy she realizes that her dad is not the only person to have vanished…and that the watchers
are guarding a perfectly creepy secret.
Reviewed by Daisy Halford
A Series of Unfortunate Events Books by Lemony Snicket
The main characters, Violet, Klaus and Sunny Baudelaire are siblings who are orphaned
in the first chapter. Their wealthy parents die in a fire leaving an enormous fortune, of
which they cannot receive until Violet comes of age. Count Olaf (the villain) spends the
rest of the series cooking up schemes to get the poor children “in his clutches” so he can
steal their fortune.
Reviewed by Emma Worley
DORK diaries, Birthday Drama by Rachel Renee Russell
This is the 13th Dork Diaries book and I would definitely recommend it. It’s the tale of an unfortunate,
dorky girl who goes through a worrying time of planning a party, will it be too expensive? Or will it too
big to handle? Soon Nikki Maxwell finds out that her mother has different ideas for planning a party including: a few old ladies, a paddling pool and belly dancing. Will Nikki realise that planning a party is
not all rainbows and sunshine?
Reviewed by Charlotte Anderson
War Horse by Michael Morpurgo
In 1914, Joey, a young farm horse, is sold to the army and ends up in the middle of the war. With his
officer, he charges towards the enemy. But even in the trenches, Joey’s courage touches the soldiers
around him and he is able to find love and hope. But he still misses Albert. The main characters: Albert,
Joey,Captain Nicholas, Topthorn, Amelia and her grandfather. My favourite part was when Joey found
his owner Albert. I would rate it 5 out of 5 stars.
Reviewed by Emma Speechley

His Darkest Materials Trilogy by Phillip Pullman Book Review
In this thrilling trilogy Lyra Belaqua lives in a fantasy world where
every human has a dæmon which can change into different animal
until it sets at when the human is 12 years old.
THE NORTHERN LIGHTS Lyra and her dæmon Pantalaimon live a
wild life in Oxford amongst the scholars of Jordan College until a
hypnotically beautiful women Mrs Coulter comes to claim her. However, before she leaves for her new life, a mysterious instrument
named an athielometer is gifted to her. Though her new luxurious life is wonderful, something strange about Mrs Coulter
and her Golden Monkey dæmon worries Lyra, so she decides to do something that will change her life…
THE SUBTLE KNIFE Will is 12 and he has just killed a man, so he’s on the run. Leaving his ill and troubled mother behind, his escape takes him far beyond his own world to a gloomy, adult-less city and to a mysterious savage, Lyra. Lyra
decides to help Will who will try and find his long lost father, John Parry. Her fate is linked to his and together they will
discover the most powerful and dangerous weapon of all the worlds…
THE AMBER SPYGLASS Will and Lyra have been violently separated. Lyra with her cruel mother keeping her in a
deep sleep, and Will is desperately trying to find her. However, they must find each other as before them, lies the greatest war ever, and a trip to a sinister land of which no one has ever returned…
LOOK OUT FOR THE NEWEST PHILLIP PULLMAN BOOK, THE BOOK OF DUST FOLLOWING LYRA AS A YOUNG
CHILD. ITS THE FIRST BOOK OF THE NEW TRILOGY ‘LA BELLE SAUVAGE’ MEANING THE BEAUTIFUL SAVAGE.
Reviewed by Saskia Williams
14
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Film Reviews
The Nutcracker and the Four Realms

This is Disney’s twist on the theatre and ballet classic. The story follows Clara as her mother has
just died. She visits her Godfather’s house for a Christmas Eve party. Clara’s Godfather is an inventor and makes up a game to entertain all the children at the party. You follow a string with your
name on it and despite her sadness over her mother’s death, Clara plays anyway. Her string
leads her to a mysterious bridge being guarded by a nutcracker. After being allowed to cross the
bridge, she finds out she is the daughter of a woman who brought hundreds of toys to life. She
meets the owners of three realms, but the fourth realm leader, Mother Ginger, is planning to destroy the other realms. They aren’t safe, but how can she overcome the evil Mother Ginger?
Reviewed by Saskia Williams
Johnny English Strikes Again

All time favourite Mr Bean actor, Rowan Atkinson, playing the comical spy Johnny English is back
in town. The ingenious villain can trick the Prime Minister but can he trick Johnny English? There
are virus attacks all over London. The traffic lights stop working and so does the London Eye.
The Prime Minister sends all of London’s techies to save the day, but who can she trust? The film
stars Emma Thompson as the Prime Minister, Ben Miller as agent Bough and Olga Kurylenka
playing a Russian spy. Is she a friend or foe? An exciting and funny film full of action, new technology and laugh-out-loud stunts. This is a brilliant film, I hope you enjoy it!
Reviewed by Candela Quinn
School of Rock
Great movie for people that like or play music. Lots of singing and dancing. Age 6+. Rating 5
stars.
Reviewed by Sophie Raine
Incredibles 2
The plot to The Incredibles 2 is a bit complicated. O.K. I’m lying it’s pretty simple. So there’s this guy,
The Screen Slaver, who is hypnotising innocent and, to be honest, pretty random people! I mean
come on a pizza guy!? Really!? Anyway, so, he’s hypnotising people through their screens and it’s a
bit weird to be honest. My favourite bit is probably where Jack-Jack has a fight with a raccoon because I think it’s really funny and competitive between the two of them.
Reviewed by Lauren Sadler
Harry Potter and the Philosopher’s Stone
*Spoiler alert!* The plot is brilliant. So Harry gets a letter and Vernon Dursley (his uncle)
burns it, nails the mailbox shut. But somehow it eventually rains letters then they move
house to a house that’s about 300 MILES AWAY! It is kinda coincidental that they meet
Quirrel in one of the few places Harry goes before Hogwarts. And the goblin in Gringotts
(Griphook) looks really scary for two year olds or something. One of the few things I find
that are just copies is Fluffy. Fluffy (Hagrid’s pet three-headed dog) is pretty much just
Cerberus you know, the thing in Greek Mythology that guards the underworld or hell. Anyway Fluffy is a bit over the top to guard one little stone that can make you immortal and
turn metal to gold, right? There are already lots of other things guarding the philosopher’s
stone. I have to admit, Voldemort must have a lot of power to literally share one body, actually he only shared Quirrel’s head so I don’t know why people say he shared his body
and not his head. Anyway thanks for reading. Please read my review on the second book
of the Harry Potter in the next issue.
Reviewed by Lauren Sadler
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Interview

Mrs Barrowman has worked at Claremont
for 21 years!!!!!!!!!
Candela, Asfand and Aliya interviewed one of our much-loved and longest
serving teaching partners. Read how Mrs Barrowman plays the cello, goes clay
pigeon shooting and would love to be on Strictly...
Q:What school did you
go to?

A: Edward Frances in
Essex.
Q: When did you start
working at Claremont?
A: 1997
Q: Are there any things
you don’t like about
being a teaching
assistant?
A: Sometimes I’m a bit
rushed off my feet.
Sometimes I wish I had
two pairs of hands but
apart from that I love
my job!!!
Q: Who was the Head
Teacher when you
started Claremont?
A: Richard René.
Q. What is your most
embarrassing moment?

Q: What
do you like
about
working in
reception?
A: Seeing
the
children
grow and
learn.
Q: What is
your
favourite
movie?
A: I would
have to
say Strictly
Ballroom.
Q: What was the school
like when you first
joined?

Q:What’s the naughtiest
thing a child in your
class has done?

A:There was no ICT
suite or outdoor
learning and the
dinners were horrible.

A: Hairdressing! (full
bunches and fringes
off!!). It’s very hard
telling
the
person
picking them up!

A: My most
embarrassing moment
was when I was in
charge of the music in
the reception play I put
on the wrong music.

Q:What house are you
in?

Q: What is your
favourite dog?

A: A professional
dancer on Strictly Come
Dancing

A: Westie
Q: What is your
favourite type of ice
cream?
A: Salted Caramel
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A: Lions
Q: Which celebrity
would you like to be?

Q: What did you do
before
working
at
Claremont?
A: I worked in retail and
I
was
a
medical
secretary

Q: Do you play an
instrument?
A: I used to play the
cello and the violin.
Q:What
hobbies?

are

your

A: Baking, knitting and
clay pigeon shooting!

Mrs Barrowman’s Rabbit
Mrs Barrowman went to a boarding school
in Sussex. As a present she got a rabbit to
remember her family. The rabbit was
called Harry. It was the holidays and she
took Harry with her in the car. When they
got home, she opened the boot to find not
a Harry but a Harriet. She had had 9 babies during the car journey! It was very
sad for her to have to sell the cute rabbits.

The End
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Anniversary

Happy Birthday Claremont!
This year, Claremont school is 50 years old! There will be a
bumper anniversary issue later in the year and we will also feature events along the way. This term, the mayor attended the
anniversary lunch and cut a special 50th anniversary cake. He
was handed a certificate to thank him for his time as a Governor
at Claremont school. He said he really enjoyed it!
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Teachers’ Pets

Charlotte and Candela asked Mrs Brooks
about her pet horse, India...
Q: What is your pet’s
name?
A: India
Q: How old is your pet?
A: 20
Q: How would you
describe your pet in three
words?
A: Kind, clever and sweet

Q: What is the most
rewarding thing about
your pet?
A: She gets me out for
some fresh air and she is

very loving.
Q: What is the funniest
thing your pet does?
A: She jumps out of the
field to get to better
grass.
Q: Does your pet have
an unusual favourite
food?
A: She loves
peppermints
Q: What type of horse is
she?
A: She is a Piebald Cob
horse.

Q: Does your pet have an
interesting history?
A:She came over from
Ireland.

‘Bonnie’

Mr

Mrs Brooks riding India
18
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Get Active and Vox Pop
Every week I have swimming lessons at
Fusion Leisure Centre, 30 minutes long.
This is a great centre for people who like
to swim, exercise, play tennis, badminton
and squash. It also has two vending machines where you can get delicious
snacks and drinks. There is a mini restaurant where you can get a full meal. Back
to sports, if you would like to sign up to
swimming they would give you a small test to see what level you are on. You will get the results almost immediately. There are 3 different pools in the centre. The first one is very small and recommended mostly for
children between 3-7. In this pool the deepest point you will reach is 0.9m. Moving on, the second pool is for
children aged 6 upwards. Here the minimum depth is 1m and the maximum depth you will reach is 2m. Don’t
worry… there is a black tile where
non swimmers aren’t recommended to go past. And finally the last
pool, the deepest of them all reaches up to… or should I say down to
4m. Average swimmers are forbidden to enter this pool because of its
immense depth. It has 5 diving
boards, the tallest one 5m. I do recommend this centre as it is really
fun and for people all ages. I would
give it 3.7 out of 5 stars.

Get
Active!

By Natali Kupharadze

Emma asked Elder class what their favourite First World War animals were.
Out of dogs, horses and pigeons, dogs
narrowly came out as the most popular.

Vox Pop
Each issue, a
different class will
take part in Vox
Pop
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Games

WW1 Word Search by Saskia, Asfand and Molly
T
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Can you find these
words and phrases?
The Great War
Horses
Danger
Poppies
Deaths
Germany
Soldier

Army
Allies
Empowerment
Loss of lives

Did you know? On the first Christmas of the First World War, there was an unofficial ceasefire where both sides
met in ‘No Man’s Land’ to exchange food and play football. This is known as the Christmas truce.

Teachers’
Asfand’s Festive Jokes
Pets

1.What do you get if you cross a duck and Father
Christmas?

Bailey

2.What do sheep say to each other at Christmas?
3.What do you call Santa down a lit chimney?
4.How many presents can Santa fit in an empty sack?

5.Why is it always cold at Christmas?
6.When does Christmas come before Thanksgiving?
7.What can you get if you eat Christmas decorations?
8.How do elves get to the top floor of Santa’s workshop?

9.How does Santa describe the elf who refuses to take a
bath?
10.What happened to the thief who stole a Christmas calendar?
11.Who says oh oh oh?
12.Who delivers presents to cats?
13. What carol do they sing in the desert?
14. What Christmas candle burns longer, a red candle or a
green one?

Answers 1. A Christmas quacker 2.Merry Christmas to ewe 3.Crisp Chringle 4. Only one, after that it ’s not empty anymore 5. Because it’s
in Decemberrrrr 6. In the dictionary 7. Tinselitis 8. They use the elfator 9. Elfully smelly 10. He got 25 days 11. Santa walking backwards 12. Santa Paws 13. Oh Camel Ye Faithful 14. Neither, they both burn shorter
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