CLAREMONT PRIMARY SCHOOL
NEWSLETTER FOR WEEK ENDING 14 February 2020
Joy in Wellbeing
This term has flown by for me and I have thoroughly enjoyed my first term as Headteacher of Claremont. I am incredibly proud of the
children and staff and want to take this opportunity to share the latest Data Inspection Summary Reports, produced by Ofsted, which
states our key academic strengths as a school for the last academic year:
Reading:
Key stage 2 attainment of both the expected standard and the high standard in reading was significantly above national and in
the highest 20% of all schools in 2019 as well as in 2018 and in 2017
 Key stage 1 attainment of greater depth in reading was significantly above national and in the highest 20% of all schools in 2019 as
well as in 2018.
 In 2019, the proportion of pupils who met the expected standard in phonics in Year 1 was significantly above national and in
the highest 20% of all schools.
 Early years foundation stage attainment of the expected standard in the reading early learning goal was significantly above
national and in the highest 20% of all schools in 2019 as well as in 2018 and 2017.
Writing:


Key stage 2 progress in writing was significantly above national and in the highest 20% of all schools in 2019 as well as in 2018.
Key stage 2 attainment of both the expected standard and greater depth in writing was significantly above national and in the
highest 20% of all schools in 2019 as well as in 2018 and 2017.
 Key stage 1 attainment of greater depth in writing was significantly above national and in the highest 20% of all schools in 2019 as
well as in 2018.
 Early years foundation stage attainment of the expected standard in the writing early learning goal was significantly above
national and in the highest 20% of all schools in 2019 and 2018.
Mathematics:



Key stage 2 attainment of both the expected standard and the high standard in mathematics was significantly above national
and in the highest 20% of all schools in 2019 and for the latter in 2017 and 2018.
 EYFS attainment of the expected standard in the mathematics early learning goal was significantly above national and in the highest
20% of all schools in 2019 as well as in 2018 and 2017.
Other measures in 2019


In 2019, 89% of pupils achieved the key stage 2 expected standard in reading, writing and mathematics, and 21% of
pupils achieved the key stage 2 high standard in reading, writing and mathematics, significantly above national and in the
highest 20% of all schools.
 In 2019, 96% of pupils achieved the expected standard in the key stage 2 English grammar, punctuation and spelling
test, and, 55% of pupils achieved the high standard in the key stage 2 English grammar, punctuation and spelling test,
significantly above national and in the highest 20% of all schools.
 In 2019, 96% of pupils achieved the key stage 2 science expected standard, significantly above national and in the highest 20%
of all schools.
 In 2019, the percentage achieving a good level of development in the EYFS was significantly above national and in the
highest 20% of all schools.
It has been a busy term; you will have read in the previous newsletters through the term about the many fantastic things that have
happened, including success at sporting events, trips, visitors and the developing voice that the pupils have in assemblies, staff meetings
and through the school council. This week we have had Safer Internet day, and today, to finish the term, there is a cake sale organised by
4 girls from the year 5 sports leaders to raise money from gym mats and a disco for year 5 and 6 run by the hardworking and valued
PTA. We have also, had a Health and Safety Compliance Audit by KCC. Mrs Cook led the audit alongside the inspector; I am pleased to
share we scored very highly. Many thanks to Mrs Cook and her team for their commitment to ensuring all procedures and monitoring of
our premises is relentless and rigorous.


And finally, everyone works so hard so it is important to balance that. During the holidays, take the opportunity to have fun, laugh and
consider the 5 ways to wellbeing:
1. Connect- try something different, make a connection- speak to someone instead of texting or emailing
2. Be active- walk every day, try a new sport or activity
3. Take Notice- take time to enjoy the moment and the environment around you
4. Learn- learn something new today, do a crossword or Sudoku, learn a new word
5. Give- commit an act of kindness
I would personally like to thank the entire Claremont team for all of their hard work and dedication to providing the best experiences
for the children, and to wish everyone in our community a well-deserved half term. Best wishes, Candi Roberts

The School Council:
The School Council met last week and we have allocated ourselves specific job roles to make our team even more
efficient:
Hope (in Year 2) and Imogen (in Year 5) will be helping Mrs Brookbank and Mr Miles with organising and reporting on
charity events and assemblies.
Bruno (in Year 2), Ciara (in Year 4) and Imogen (In Year 5) will be helping Mrs Ball with the celebration assembly and
writing something for the newsletter each week.
Sebastien (in Year 2) and Gleb (in Year 4) will be helping to communicate any ideas the school council have about what
we learn in school with the right adults in the school.
Amelie (Year 6) and Theo (Year 6) are going to be helping to improve the school environment, starting with supporting
everyone with keeping the quiet area a peaceful place to go.
Daniel (Year 5) and Darcy (Year 3) will be communicating with the kitchen team about how we feel about the food and
also looking at the best ways to make break and lunch time plays the best they can be.
Each classroom has a suggestion box. We discuss everyone's ideas at our meetings to find lots of ways to keep
improving our school.
Mrs Ball
Year 3 & 4 hockey trial on Monday 24th February at 1.00pm on the top playground. All welcome.

Claremont Charities:
This week we, as a whole school, chose the two charities we will be supporting. These are Nourish and Folly Wildlife
Rescue.
Nourish is a team of volunteers who collect food for people or families without enough food or cleaning products. We
will be supporting Nourish by holding a food collection on the first Friday of every month. The next date is 6th March.
Please see the attached letter for further information.
Folly Wildlife Rescue is based in West Kent and is a charity that helps and takes care of animals and birds that have lost
their homes or have been injured.
Our school is a very caring place and we are very excited to be supporting these two new local charities!
Imogen Randell (School Council)

Just a reminder that it’s….

….

Thursday 5th March

Dinner Money - Thank you to everyone who continues to keep their child’s dinner account in credit. Next term’s dinners
will come to a total of £64.40 if your child has a school dinner every day. Individual dinners are at a cost of £2.30 each.

Don’t

This week’s featured class – Hawthorn

Hawthorn
This week in Hawthorn we have been developing our picture books around our big question: do our choices
matter? They have planned and are in the process of writing these picture books based on a refugee fleeing
their war-torn home to find a safer place to live. There has been much discussion about the perils they face
on their journey.
We have also launched our theme work for after half term with our focus on renewable energy. The children
discussed and shared their current knowledge whilst analysing a variety of sources about energy production.
A couple of weeks ago we went to the woods and built fires. The children loved this! As a result of our fire
work, they were able to write excellent instructions focusing on bullet points and colons.
We hope you all have a lovely half term and look forward to seeing you on the 24th February.

Celebration assembly 7.2.2020
Isabella and Kitty from Cedar won a dance award.
Rumi from Acorns won a basketball trophy.
Dominic from Acorns learnt to ride a bike.
Harrison from Saplings got a level 1 swimming badge.
Edward from Elm won a drawing competition.
Hollie from Elder won Film maker of the Week award.
Poppy from Saplings completed level 7 and 8 gymnastics.
Laurie from Maple won a rugby and football award.
William from Saplings won player of the week.
Sophie from Maple completed stage 1-7 in swimming.
William from Whitebeam put great effort into his work.

On Friday 7th February, the Green Team spent an hour after school planting a fruit tree which was donated to the
school. They also moved twenty tyres from the back field up on to the playground. These tyres are going to be used to
grow plats in year two! Thank you to everybody who was able to make it!

E-Safety Day – Tuesday 11 February
Tuesday was Internet Safety Day and the Digital Leaders have been busy informing everyone about online identities.
They did an interesting assembly and discussed how having an online identity is great but also it’s important to stay safe
while using them.
Following this, every class then discussed a variety of ways to safe online, including how to protect our online identities
and how to combat cyberbullying. In Elder class, we talked about where and how cyberbullying can occur and what we
can do to stop it.
Every class has also recently been taking part in an e-safety video competition and on Tuesday the Digital Leaders met
with Mrs Roberts to choose a KS1 and a KS2 winner. Congratulations to Ash and Whitebeam, whose videos will shortly
be on our school website! If you have any objection to your child appearing on the school website, please could you
let Mr Miles know as soon as possible.
By Hollie Hughes (Digital Leader)
www.claremont.kent.sch.uk/online-safety

Food: Eating the right foods
Rest: Getting enough sleep
Exercise: Being active
Digital Devices: Managing time spent online

Recipe 11: Chicken & leek pot pies
Ingredients:
 500g parsnip, peeled
 300g floury potato, peeled
 500g boneless skinless chicken breast
 2 tsp cornflour
 1 tbsp olive oil
 olive oil
 4 leeks, sliced
 grated zest 1 lemon
 2 tbsp chopped parsley
 2 tbsp low-fat crème fraîche
 1 tbsp wholegrain mustard
Method:
1. Heat oven to 200C/fan 180C/gas 6. Chop the parsnips and potatoes into chunks, then boil for 15 mins until
tender. Drain, reserving the water, then mash with a little seasoning.
2. Cut chicken into small chunks, then toss in the cornflour. Heat the oil in a large pan, add the leeks, then fry
for 3 mins until starting to soften. Add the chicken and 200ml water from the potatoes, then bring to the
boil, stirring. Reduce the heat, then gently simmer for 10 mins, until the chicken is just tender. Remove
from the heat, then stir in the lemon zest, parsley, crème fraîche and mustard.
3. Divide the chicken filling between four 300ml pie dishes. Spoon over the mash and spread roughly with a
fork to seal in the filling. Bake for 25 mins until the topping is crisp and golden.

Year R
We will be learning about real bears. Your child might like to find out about real bears. We will be using
this information to make a book. It might be a Grizzly Bear, Polar Bear, Sun Bear, Giant Panda, or even a
Spectacled Bear to name but a few! Did you know that a koala bear is not a real bear? We would love for
your child to have a go at writing the facts in their sharing book and draw a picture. Thank you for your
support.
The Reception Team

Year 5 & 6
This year there has been a huge initiative to get girls into sport via the ‘This Girl Can’ Campaign. On Thursday, girls from
Y5 & 6 celebrated all their achievements in sport and took part in a variety of activities. The aim of the session was to reinspire them and build confidence in a secure environment enabling them to lead healthy active lives.
Here is what some of the children said:
“I have learnt I can be good at sport because I have learnt I enjoy working in a team than by my own. I will get involved
in more sports and clubs now.”
“This has been a really fun and enjoyable morning as some people who thought they weren’t good or didn’t like sport
now really love it!”
“I liked it since I learnt sport is not all about competition but having fun instead. I may start to look at different clubs to
take part in outside of school.”

Year 6
Y6 Energy Project
Pupils in Year 6 are exploring renewable energy solutions. They are going to work in groups to create a brand and sell
their idea to an expert and perhaps an MP or Member of Government. Please can you let us know if you have
experience in this field or you can recommend someone who would be happy to talk to the children.
Many thanks, Mr Greaves and Mr Hume

Girls’ Football

Last Friday, the girls headed over to St John’s for their final fixture this half term. On a wet pitch the girls took on an
extremely competitive side who were physically taller and stronger than us. However, our skill and effort levels rose to
the challenge. During the game we took the lead twice before succumbing to equalisers. It wasn’t until the final minute
we scored our winner leaving the result as 3-2 to Claremont. The girls then defended resolutely with our keeper pulling
off two fantastic saves in the dying seconds. WELL DONE GIRLS!

Diary Dates
Diary Dates for next week
Please see the calendar page on the website for advanced dates. The calendar is updated every Wednesday. For detailed
information, please click on the DAY view.
24th Feb –
25th Feb –
26th Feb – 6.00-9.00pm Y5&6 Swimming gala
27th Feb –
28th Feb – Y2 & Y6 interim reports home/ 9.00-11.00 Y3&4 mini squash festival/ 32 x Y3-6 children to cross country at Somerhill

