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Good afternoon
It’s beginning to look a lot like… nearly Christmas!
The school team are busy acting, singing, producing, directing and filming our forthcoming
Christmas performances; a completely new experience for us this year to present them as a
film. Invites and information will have come your way and we know you will enjoy the
performances.
Update: As Kent come through the National Lockdown into a Tier 3 county, we have increased
our safety precautions even more, and have now asked all staff to wear a face mask when
they leave their bubble classroom, and are travelling about the school indoors. Outdoor
teaching and teaching in the hall for production purposes are exempt from this new
expectation. The Government are reinforcing that children should remain at school; thank you
for your support with sending in your children as I fully recognise what an anxious time it is,
particularly when you hear about schools and bubbles closing in the media. The children are
really benefitting from being with us both personally and academically, and it is essential that
this remains the priority for us all.
Yesterday, the Government announced some changes to the national testing requirements.
-

-

Phonics Screening will continue for children in year 1 and for those in year 2 who didn’t
pass in year 1
Key Stage 1 SATs in Reading, Maths, GPS (Grammar, punctuation and Spelling- always
optional) will not take place formally, however children will be assessed by teachers as
they would be anyway alongside the formal summative results.
Children in KS1 will not be assessed by teachers in science.
Key Stage 2 SATs will remain for Reading, Mathematics and Teacher assessment for
Writing. GPS and science will be removed this year.
Year 4 multiplication check is optional.

Our response will remain that we will be delivering outstanding teaching and learning to our
children, and alongside that we will continue to monitor, track and support their progress
alongside the National Curriculum. We will comply with all statutory testing and any others that
we feel will inform future learning in the best interests of the children and their learning journey.
The children may have shared that this week, to replace Christmas cards, I have sponsored a
puppy who will be trained to be a Guide Dog for the Blind or Partially Sighted. As a school, we
chose a puppy called Sprout. Please see the PDF attached with his Christmas card to you all. To
that effect, and under the current circumstances, we will not be running our normal Christmas
card postal service within school this year and children are asked not
to bring in Christmas cards to exchange.
Best wishes
Candi Roberts and the exceptional film-making Claremont team

Between now and the end of term, your child will be bringing home their books from last
year. We like to keep a selection of books in school to celebrate the fantastic learning that
has taken place during this time. Therefore, if your child does not bring all of their books
home, this is the reason why. Any books that have been kept in school will be returned at
the end of the summer term.

The Winter Mini Challenge at Kent Libraries is back, and this year the theme is Everyone is a Hero.

The Winter Mini Challenge encourages children to keep up their reading habits over the winter holidays,
with a free-to-access website featuring rewards and incentives for reading and reviewing books.
Over the school holidays children can experience a 'dip' in reading skills and learning, and due to the
disruption to education caused by Covid-19, this year is set to have an even greater impact on learning
loss.
For more information please go to www.wintermini.org.uk

To take part, children simply read 3 or more books – these can be any books of their choice. Every time
they finish a book they add it to their Challenge website profile and leave a short book review. Reaching
their online reading goal will unlock a virtual badge and a special Everyone is a Hero certificate to print
off and keep.

Although most libraries remain closed for the moment, we are offering a Select and Collect service from
Cranbrook, Showfields and Southborough libraries (and others throughout Kent), so children will still
have access to books from the library. They can also download free eBooks and eAudiobooks from our
website. For more information about Select and Collect and downloading eBooks, go
to www.kent.gov.uk/libraries

There will also be lots of fun activities on our Facebook page – just go to Tunbridge Wells libraries.

Hi everyone!
Out in the woods this week, I helped Y6 complete a
comprehension treasure hunt. They read a text inside
and then had to run and find the different questions.
Some were in the bushes; some were hidden in trees.
Everyone did really well both in the comprehension
but also in finding all the questions.

Motty

On the issue of parking in the local area, whilst we will endeavour to work with parents to highlight
dangerous parking - it ultimately is the responsibility of the police and the local traffic wardens. It
frustrates us, as well as the parents who write in to share.
If you see illegal parking, please do contact the relevant authorities. We are, and have always been,
uncomfortable publically sharing people’s vehicles and have done so to see if that provides more
impact. It doesn’t, sadly!
We will continue to support where we can, but even more so at the moment, our priority has to be the
safety within the school and we have to rely on the good will of all to park sensibly and safely to
support the safe access to school for our pupils.
Candi Roberts

Our school works in partnership with Teach Kent & Sussex - a school based centre for teacher
training. Teach Kent & Sussex have asked us to write to you about the opportunity to train to
teach.
As a school centre for initial teacher training, recognised as an ‘outstanding’ provider by
Ofsted in 2019, we work with primary and secondary schools across West Kent and East
Sussex. You could be joining those schools full or part time to train to teach. There are
generous bursaries of up to £24,000 paid tax free as well as scholarships available to support
you in your training year for some secondary subjects. More details of these can be found here.
Want to know more?
If a career in teaching is something that might interest you do get in in touch with us or
come along to one of our ‘virtual’ information events. Our next ones are on Monday 4th
January 2021 and Thursday 11th February 2021 at 7pm. You can sign up for these by
emailing contact@teachkentandsussex.org.uk

We have been given access to these free online courses by Kent
Community Health NHS Foundation Trust.
Understanding pregnancy, labour, birth and your baby – FREE online courses for
anyone expecting a baby in Kent including partners, family and friends.
This course:
• helps you build confidence
• helps you build a loving and close relationship with your baby even before they arrive
• covers everything you need to know about pregnancy, labour and birth.

Go to www.inourplace.co.uk, apply the access code Invicta, and register for an account.
You can complete courses at your own pace. Please contact your local health visiting
team or midwife for more details of the parenting support available to you, especially if
the course raises any concerns for you or your baby’s wellbeing #wecare.
Understanding your baby – FREE online courses for anyone caring for a baby aged 0-12
months in Kent.
This course:
• helps you build confidence as a parent
• helps you support and stimulate your baby’s development
• helps you build a loving and close relationship with your baby
• looks at sleep, feeding, crying, playing as well as childcare options.
Go to www.inourplace.co.uk, apply the access code Invicta, and register for an account.
You can complete courses at your own pace. Please contact your local health visiting
team for more details of the parenting support available to you, especially if the course
raises any concerns for you or your baby’s wellbeing #wecare.
Understanding your child – FREE online courses for anyone caring for a child aged 0-18
in Kent.
This course:
• helps you build confidence as a parent
• grow positive relationships with your children add simple, practical strategies to your
parenting toolbox.
Go to www.inourplace.co.uk, apply the access code Invicta, and register for an account.
You can complete courses at your own pace. Please contact your local health visiting
team or school health team for more details of the parenting support available to you,
especially if the course raises any concerns for you or your child’s wellbeing #wecare.
Understanding your teenager's brain – FREE online courses for anyone caring for a
teenager in Kent.
This course helps you understand what happens to the brain of a child as they go
through adolescence and understand some of the behaviours you might be noticing.
Go to www.inourplace.co.uk, apply the access code Invicta, and register for an account.
You can complete courses at your own pace.

Food: Eating the right foods
Rest: Getting enough sleep
Exercise: Being active
Digital Devices: Managing time spent online

Turkey minestrone
A warm and comforting turkey soup recipe to put your Christmas leftovers to good use. Easy
to prepare and low fat, this soup is a perfect post-Christmas pick me up
Ingredients:
 2 tsp olive oil
 100g smoked bacon lardons
 1 red onion, finely chopped
 1 carrot, finely chopped
 1 celery stick, finely chopped
 2 garlic cloves, finely chopped
 2 bay leaves
 2 thyme sprigs
 300g celeriac (or any other root veg), cut into
cubes
 200g potato, cut into cubes
 400g can borlotti beans, drained and rinsed
 1 ½l chicken stock or turkey stock, (fresh is best)
 350g cooked turkey
 100g orzo
 75g curly kale, shredded
Method:
1. Heat 1 tsp of oil in a large saucepan. Add the bacon and fry over a medium-to-high heat
for 4-5 mins or until golden, then set aside.
2. Put the remaining oil, the onion, carrot, celery and a pinch of salt in the pan. Cook gently
over a low heat for 8-10 mins, stirring occasionally, until the veg is soft but not coloured.
Add the garlic and herbs, and cook for 2 mins more
3. Tip in the celeriac, potato, borlotti beans and chicken stock. Bring to the boil, then
simmer, uncovered, for 10-15 mins. Add the cooked turkey, orzo and the bacon, and
cook for 10 mins.
4. Just before serving, tip in the kale, give everything a good stir and return to the heat for

about 2 mins or until the kale has wilted.

