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Good morning everyone,
I hope you have had a good week- albeit a bit wet!
It has been another great week at Claremont!
On Tuesday, Year 1 had some medieval visitors. Acorns and Saplings had some family members in for
lunch and a playdate, and today Elder have delivered a fantastic assembly!
Dawn from Nourish came into school on Wednesday to deliver an assembly about this charity that
we all support. In addition, today we have supported Children in Need, by wearing our own clothes.
Please remember to donate if you can, via Schoolgateway.

I am sure everyone will be very aware of the Cost of Living Crisis. It is something that is affecting everyone,
including schools and businesses. Today, I wanted to highlight how we are supporting families when
appropriate.
Many people are finding themselves in financial situations that they may not have been in before. It is
important to us that no child is unable to participate in school life as a result of the financial situation a family
may find themselves in. I met with Mrs Cook, our School Business Manager, Mrs Greenwood, our Finance
Assistant and Mrs Smith as our Pupil Premium Champion to discuss this. I hope the following is useful
information for you.
As part of school life, trips and activities are organised to support the curriculum, learning and enjoyment for
the children. For these things we currently ask for voluntary parent contribution to support the costs; as a
direct result we have been able to keep costs low both for the families and for the school. The staff team are
experienced at securing the best price for trips, activities and transport however, we do recognise that there
is still a cost; this increases when there are more children in your family and this might create more pressure
for a family. However, without these contributions we might not be able to provide so many opportunities
and so we are keen for this system to continue where possible. To help, we recognise families might find it
useful to know what the cost of these things might be across the year so that they might plan if necessary.
The teachers have supported by creating a ‘year-group-spend’ table to highlight estimated cost implications
for activities and trips per child across the year. (Please see the attached document) You will be able to see
how some activities are free and some are supported by the school and the PTA. The overall cost of the
activity is divided by the number of children to achieve the costs per person (pp).
If any families are struggling to make payments for things such as residentials, day trips or swimming, the
school is able to offer individual family payment plans for each event. We cannot take any payments prior to
event confirmation as our payment system cannot be set up in this way. Payment plans can be arranged
directly with the finance department or with the Headteacher.
We also recognise that the cost of swimming has now increased significantly for parents. Unfortunately, the
rises in the costs of coach hire, pool hire and swimming instructors is out of our control, but in order to
alleviate some of the price rises we are subsidising each child £10.00 from our PE budget to help reduce the
costs.

Pupil premium is additional funding paid to schools to help close the attainment gap between children from
disadvantaged families and their peers.
The following children are eligible for pupil premium funding:






Children in Reception to Year 6 who are currently entitled to free school meals based on their family
income.
Children in Reception to Year 6 who were previously entitled to benefits-based free school meals,
even if they're no longer eligible.
Children in care.
Children previously in care who have been adopted, or who have a special guardianship order, a
child-arrangements order or a residence order.
Children recorded as being from service families.

Families can check eligibility and apply for Free School Meals, by going to the KCC website: Free school meals
- Kent County Council
Whilst all children in the early years and key stage 1 are entitled to a Universal free school meal, it is still of
great benefit for families to check their eligibility for a benefits related Free School Meal as it also opens
many other areas of support and so I would encourage you to check the criteria on the link above if you are
finding finances tight.
Where children are currently in receipt of a benefits related free school meal, they are eligible to have 100%
of any school trips paid for, including residential trips and also school swimming lessons. In addition, children
can access one extra-curricular activity which will be paid for by the school (this can include music lessons).
Where children are in KS2, they are offered an hour a week of one-to-one national curriculum tutoring (not
11+) with one of our Teaching Partners. Other school costs, such as leavers’ hoodies, year books and school
milk are also covered.
Where family circumstances change, and eligibility for free school meals is no longer relevant, children
remain in receipt of pupil premium funding for the following six years. At this point, those costs which were
100% covered are covered at a rate of 50%.
Please do note, that even where the family income only drops for a short period of time, the child's support
can last for six years from that date of eligibility.
For all our pupils registered for and in receipt of benefits related Free School Meals, the offers available
extend into all the holiday periods. With thanks to the support of the Department of Education and Kent
County Council, registered families are able to access the following:




Supermarket food vouchers to support the holiday periods valued at £10 per week for every eligible
pupil
Free access to the Holiday Activities and Food (HAF) Programmes running in Kent providing exciting
and enriching activities for children and young people along with some healthy and nutritious food
offers
The County Council has also agreed to provide the same families with an energy voucher, valued at
£50, the distribution of which is soon to be communicated with schools

Our PTA also recognises that some families may need support to allow their child to attend one of their
events or an event that they themselves might want to attend. They allocate tickets to support. If you need
assistance with any of these events, please do contact Mrs Roberts via the admin email address.
I hope this information is useful; please don’t hesitate to contact us if you think we might be able to support
even if just to ask a question.
Best wishes, Mrs Roberts and all at Claremont.

The preparations for the Years R&1 and 2&3 Christmas shows are in full swing
and the performances will take place as follows:
Years R and 1
Tuesday 6th December 10.00am (adults only)
Thursday 8th December 2.00pm (adults and toddlers)
Years 2 and 3
Tuesday 6th December 2.00pm (adults and toddlers)
Thursday 8th December 10.00am (adults only)
The online booking system will open on Sunday 20th November at 11.00am.
You can book up to two ‘tickets’ per family but can book those tickets across
separate performances if you prefer. No paper tickets will be issued.
We look forward to seeing you there!

The Daily Mile
Cedar and Juniper have been getting out between the showers. Each class has run 32 miles

Driving up Banner Farm Road
Please can we remind you that we ask you not to drive up Banner Farm
Road or into the staff car park before and after school, even if you are late.
This also applies to picking up from clubs at the end of the school day. Cars
are turning around at the top of the road as children are exiting the school
field there. It is highly dangerous. Thank you.

